My name is Jana Hall Papa and I have been a foster home for Southeast Pug Rescue and Adoption for about three years; this is how Baby Girl came to us. We were originally just fostering Baby Girl and some of the posts are actually emails to SEPRA updating them on Baby Girl’s condition. But Baby Girl quickly won over our hearts and her on-going medical needs were a factor in placing her in hospice care with us. Hospice care for pug rescue means that Baby Girl will continue to live with us and we will love her as one of our own pugs, but Southeast Pug Rescue will make sure her medical needs are handled.   I had vaguely heard of a collapsing trachea, but did not really know what it entailed or that it was an actual condition. I could not have made it through all of this without the support of The University of Tennessee Small Animal Clinic (Dr. Patricia Sura, the doctors, students & staff), Yorkie Angel Patrol Collapsing Trachea support group, our local vet Dr. Katie Linderman at Standifer Gap Pet Hospital, Southeast Pug Rescue & Adoption, and my husband.  I hope that Baby Girl’s journey can help others with understanding, solicits, and to know that they aren’t alone. And please excuse the mis-spelled words!!!
Here is some background on Baby Girl:
03/15/08 It was a horribly cold and rainy spring day when I went to pick up a pug rescue. All that I knew was that this pug was sick, but at the time we did not know what was wrong. 

03/28/08 “Welcome to the World Baby Girl!” That is actually the title to a book by author Fannie Flag. And Baby Girl is actually 9 ½ years old, but I couldn’t help to think of this title the first time I laid eyes on this tiny pug. Baby Girl is only 12lbs and the daintiest little thing you have ever seen. She has the best manners of any dog, much less a pug that I have witnessed in my life. Baby Girl loves treats of mini marshmallows, cheese, and now homemade peanut butter bits. I can’t imagine that Baby Girl has ever gone a day without love, attention, and devotion! So you may be asking, how she came to be with SEPRA? Sadly & with much heart ache, her previous owners surrendered her because they did not feel they could adequately provide for Baby Girl’s medical care.

Unfortunately, Baby Girl has been diagnosed with a collapsing trachea. (A local vet diagnosed the CT with x-rays).  This causes her to cough and honk almost non-stop. She also has an enlarged heart-probably for the continual inflammation. We are experimenting with anti-inflammatory drugs, cough medicines, and antihistamines to determine what is going to provide the most relief for her symptoms. When she has a coughing spell, it will almost break your heart into a million pieces to witness her distress. We have been fortunate enough to get an appointment with one of the top UT vet surgeons for a consultation. We are hoping that Baby Girl is a candidate for trachea surgery. We don’t have any details right now so more information will follow.
Baby Girl is happy to have on her fancy harness and go for short walks; cuddle with her human companions; nap in her snuggle bed; get dressed up in party clothes; ride around the neighborhood in the car; and just be Baby Girl. We hope for the best for her medically. 
